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From the Principal
Dear Parents and Carers,


COVID-19 Update 
The latest easing of restrictions by the WA Government is 
due to the continued low number of new COVID-19 cases. 
The current health advice is that we can cautiously begin 
to reopen or increase capacity of certain venues and 
facilities.

For schools, it has been announced that parents/carers 
will be permitted to enter school grounds to drop off or 
pick up their children from Monday, 8 June.

At West Leederville Primary School, the change in drop off 
and pick up operations has, for many parents and 
teachers, been surprisingly positive. The independence the 
children are showing, and the smooth start to each school 
day, has been beneficial to all.

Teachers, particularly in the early years, have found that 
the children relish the opportunity to have their teacher to 
themselves when they arrive at class in the mornings. They 
get to tell them stories about the goings on in their lives 
since last they saw them the day or week before. They are 
really enjoying the time to do this without their teacher’s 
attention being drawn away. They are also demonstrating 
great autonomy in unpacking their bags, arranging their 
desks and getting ready for the day. We would love for this 
to continue.

In addition to the changed classroom environment, we 
have received feedback that traffic flow in the Kiss and 
Drive, and in general around the school, has also 
improved. It would be wonderful if we could keep this 
change in place.

In response to these unplanned positive outcomes we 
would like to trial a variation of morning staggered starts, 
encouraging parents to bring their children to the school 
gates and allow them to continue to independently make 
their way to class. Of course, if you have other business at 
the school in the morning, please feel welcome to come 
on site.

If possible, please have your children arrive at school at:

8.35am Surname letters A - M

8.45am Surname letters N - Z

This roster will rotate each term and feedback gathered, 
via survey, later in the year.


	



In the afternoon, all students will be dismissed at 3.05pm and parents are welcome to either meet their 
children inside or outside the school grounds. You are also welcome to say hello to the teacher at this 
time, however need to be mindful that social distancing of one person per two square meters must be 
adhered to. Please remember for any lengthy or confidential conversations an appointment should be 
made by emailing your child’s teacher to arrange it.

Please do not enter the school hall or upstairs verandah until after the final siren and only if social 
distancing can be achieved. Your support with this is greatly appreciated.


The easing of restrictions is wonderful news, however we need to remember that this is as a result of 
our vigilance in taking hygiene precautions and social distancing. It is imperative that we continue to 
take these precautions, remembering to:


• practise social distancing in and around the school;

• continue washing and sanitizing our hands and reminding all students to do this regularly;

• continue with enhanced cleaning practices; and

• keep your children home if they are unwell.


In coming weeks, when further guidelines have been received from the Department of Education, I will 
update you on the re-introduction of other school events, such as faction athletics and open night.


School Finances 
I am aware that some families’ lives have recently altered with changes to employment and business. It 
is therefore with caution that I ask that families who are in a financial situation to pay their school 
voluntary contributions to please do so.

Many avenues of income usually open to the school, such as grant applications, facility hire and P&C 
fund raising, have been limited this year. Although we are in a manageable financial situation, the 
payment of school voluntary contributions by those that have the means to do so, would be greatly 
appreciated. 96% of income received in a school year is required by Department of Education 
guidelines to be spent in that given year, therefore you can feel confident that any money raised will be 
spent enhancing student learning in 2020.

If you would like any further information regarding your school contributions or would like to arrange a 
payment schedule, please do not hesitate to contact our Manager of Corporate Services, Janelle 
Cosentino on 9366 9750.

Professional Learning Days 
Last week when you were enjoying more time with your children the teachers and education assistants 
were participating in professional learning. With our annual conference cancelled due to COVI-19 we 
took the time to:


• review aspects of our Business Plan, Learning Areas Plans, and year level targets;

• take a deeper dive into our DiSC profiles to enhance our work as a team;

• participate in professional learning on “Trauma Informed Practice”; and

• commence our journey to become a Positive Behaviour School.


Building projects 
This last fortnight has seen great progress made with both our playground refurbishment and toilet 
renovation.

In the playground the dry creek bed is taking shape, the forts are going up and all of the preparation 
work is being done on logs and stilts for an overland “don’t touch the ground” pathway. It is going to 
be amazing!

Transportable toilets have been brought on site and the demolition works have commenced in the old 
toilet block. There is nothing like working all day to the sound of a jack hammer! This project should 
take one month to complete. Although all classroom teachers have talked to their students about how 
to lock the door and flush the toilet in transportable cubicles, you may wish to just ‘check in’ with your 
children to ensure they are not worrying about this.

Warm regards,


Fiona Kelly

Principal




National Simultaneous Storytime
National Simultaneous 
Storytime (NSS) is held 
annually by the Australian 
Library and Information 
Association (ALIA).

Every year a picture book, 
written and illustrated by 
an Australian author and 
illustrator, is read 
simultaneously in libraries, 
schools, pre-schools, 
childcare centres, family 
homes, bookshops and many 
other places around the 
country. This is a colourful, 
vibrant, fun event that aims to 
promote the value of reading 
and literacy, using 
an Australian children's book 
that explores age-appropriate themes, and addresses key learning 
areas of the National Curriculum for Foundation to Year 6. Students 
from West Leederville Primary School have participated in the 
Storytime event for several years and the book chosen for this year 
was Whitney and Britney Chicken Divas by Lucinda Gifford.


This year presented a unique situation for National Simultaneous Storytime with the COVID-19 
restrictions in place restricting gatherings, so our ever adaptable teaching staff played a digital 
reading of the book by Principal Mrs Fiona Kelly, with pictures of the pages from the book interwoven. 

Dates for your 
Diary                       

18 June 
Assembly - 2:15pm 

26 June 
65 Roses - Cystic Fibrosis 
Fundraiser Gold Coin Donation


Please check the WLPS 
 Website or Mobile App for 

updates to the school 
 Live Calendar

Year 5 girls enjoying the winter sunshine at recess.



A wild and windy, post storm morning was the perfect 
opportunity to practise our descriptive writing skills. We 
used our senses, similes and interesting vocabulary to 
‘bring our writing to life’. We hope you enjoy reading 
these.


Year 3 Blue Writing Skills

Year 4/5 Getting Creative
Photos of the Year 4 /5 collage animals. Students created background from strips of decorated 
paper and then painted eyes and nose using Indian ink and oil pastel, and finally adding detail to 
bring their animal to life.

Talented students from Year 3 Blue 



STAR 
STUDENTS 

The following students received Merit Certificates at the recent assembly.

Year 1 
Matthew Kavanagh

Peter Reilly-King

Tom Chittock

Abbie Divola


Year 2 
Luke Mitchell

Amelie Bollig

Oscar Chandler


Mandarin

Katherine Lilly

Charlie Mazza

Year 3 
Madison Leong

Indee Marr

Winnie Devitt

Lewis Vallis

Shiloh Shen

Rhys Etherington

Alistair Bishop

Brayden Saunt


Year 4 
Andrea Joice

Dylan Samanta


Year 5 
Rinzen Chan-Lim

Alice Lindsay

Molly Baker

Mia Simpson


Year 6 
Ruby Bellantoni

Wil Nankervis

Henry Cash

Evie Hughes

Keeping Infection at Bay 
While the importance of regular school attendance cannot be 
overstated, the exception to this is an unwell child. We all have 
a role to play in minimising, if not preventing, the spread of 
illness within our school community, particularly in lieu of the 
recent COVID-19 pandemic. Whilst we practise physical 
distancing and good personal hygiene, washing hands and 
covering coughs and sneezes with a tissue, elbow at school, 
the Department of Health of WA has stated that in order to limit 
the spread of infection and illness, it is imperative to stay home 
if you are sick - do not go to work or school. 


We appreciate that it is often difficult to determine ‘how unwell’ a child is and therefore whether to send 
him or her to school. If children have a fever, have vomited or have had an upset stomach that morning 
or the previous night, they should not be at school. Advice through the Department of Health provides 
the following information for families:


• children should stay at home if they are likely to be infectious and spread the virus or bacteria 
through coughing, sneezing, contaminating surfaces and personal contact


• children who are still ill should not return to school while unwell; they should be symptom free if they 
have a cold or flu; and remain at home for at least 24 hours if they have had gastroenteritis


• parents are encouraged to seek medical advice if their child has ongoing symptoms of illness.


 
Thanks to the significant numbers of families who have kept their unwell child at home. Further 
resources regarding Influenza are available at HeathyWA and Preventing Flu and Other Respiratory 
Infections.  

https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Flu-influenza
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/N_R/Preventing-flu-and-other-respiratory-infections
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/N_R/Preventing-flu-and-other-respiratory-infections
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Flu-influenza
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/N_R/Preventing-flu-and-other-respiratory-infections
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/N_R/Preventing-flu-and-other-respiratory-infections
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INSIGHTS

Conquering kids’ techno-tantrums

Many of us have witnessed our kids or teens emotionally combust when asked to switch o� their gaming console or put their
phone away. I colloquially call these ‘techno-tantrums’. Many of us fret that this signals that they’re ‘addicted’ to technology and
find ourselves worrying about why they behave in such intense ways.

So, what makes technology so psychologically appealing for kids and how can we help them to unplug so that screen-time
doesn’t end in scream time?

Technology is so appealing

Technology has been intentionally designed to cater for our kids’ most basic psychological drivers. As humans, our three most
basic psychological needs are the need for connection, competence and control.

Technology caters for these needs in very clever ways. For example, our need for relational connection explains why many of our
boys are obsessed with multi-player video games and girls are infatuated with social media. These online tools have also been
designed to help young people experience competency- gamers see tangible measures of their performance by their levels of
attainment, or battles won. Scrolling through YouTube and ‘selecting’ which video they’ll watch next also enables young people
to experience a sense of control and agency over their lives – something they biologically crave.

Here’s what technology does to their brains and bodies

Digital technology impacts on children and young people in the following ways:

‘It feels good’

When our kids use a screen it’s usually a pleasurable experience for them. Their brains secrete the neurotransmitter dopamine,
which makes them feel good. This means, when you demand that they turn the device o�, you’re terminating their production of
dopamine (pleasure response).  It’s better to provide a choice of more appealing transition activities when you want them to
move away from a screen. For example, suggest that they ride their bike, or walk the dog a�er they’ve switched o� the device.

‘I want more’

The online world has no stopping cues, so our kids and teen never feel ‘complete’ or ‘done’. They can always refresh social media;
continue to play to attain another level in a game; or watch another YouTube clip. This is also referred to as the state of
insu�iciency.
One parenting tips that works is to give your children and teens hard end points. Rather than giving them a quantity of time (for
example, you can watch an hour of TV today), give them the finish time (for example, I’d like you to switch o� the TV at 4:30pm).
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‘It’s so novel’

Our brains are wired to seek out new and interesting stimulus. The online world is always instantly gratifying, fast-paced and
requires minimal cognitive e�ort. In comparison the o�line, real world doesn’t always o�er novelty. The real world is a lot
slower-paced, and it’s not always instantly rewarding and interesting like our kids’ digital world.

Ensure your kids and teens have ample time to experience boredom. Our brains were never designed to be switched on and
processing information as they are in the digital world. Opportunities for boredom allow the brain time to reset and help our
kids become accustomed to not always being ‘switched on’.

Related webinar

Our school has a membership with Parenting Ideas. As part of this membership, you can attend the upcoming webinar
‘Understanding techno tantrums’ at no cost.

About

In this webinar Dr Kristy Goodwin helps parents and carers understand why children and teens emotionally combust when they
digitally-disconnect, and how to establish new, healthy technology habits.

When

17 June 2020 8:00pm AEST

To redeem
1. Click this link: https://www.parentingideas.com.au/parent-resources/parent-webinars/webinar-understanding-techno-
tantrums
2. Click ‘Add to cart’
3. Click ‘View cart’
4. Enter the voucher code TECHNO and click ‘Apply Coupon’ Your discount of $37 will be applied.
5. Click ‘Proceed to checkout’
6. Fill in your account details. These details are used to login to your account and access your parenting material
7. Click ‘Place Order’
The voucher is valid until 17 September 2020.

Dr Kristy Goodwin
Dr Kristy Goodwin is a digital wellbeing and performance speaker, author and researcher (and mum
who also deals with her kids’ techno-tantrums!). She’s the author of Raising Your Child in a Digital
World, and a media commentator who doesn’t suggest that we ban the iPhone, or unplug the gaming
console (digital abstinence isn’t the solution). Kristy worked as an educator for fourteen years before
becoming an academic and speaker who’s on a mission to help children, teens and adults tame their
technology habits so they’re not a slave to the screen. For further details visit
www.drkristygoodwin.com.


