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From the Principal
Dear WLPS Community,

Year group meetings, Term 4, 2019
During Term 4 we will be hosting Year Level Meetings. The purpose of these 
meetings are two-fold.  Firstly, it is an opportunity for us to share information with 
you including: our proposed class structures for 2020 and information regarding how 
these decisions are made; our school’s strategic direction for 2020; and a brief year 
level overview.  Secondly, we will provide opportunity for you as parents to give 
feedback through a What Worked Well (WWW)/Even Better If (EBI) collaborative 

feedback strategy. Year level meetings will be held during Weeks 5 and 6 of Term 4 
on the following dates, commencing at 8.20am and concluding at 9.10am.
November 18: Year 1 (2020 cohort)
November 19: Year 2
November 20: Year 3
November 21: Year 4
November 25: Year 5
November 26: Year 6
The Kindergarten and Pre-primary information sessions are scheduled for November 20.

Diabetes in society and our school
Recently, a number of students in our school have been diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes.  This has 
highlighted to us a number of misconceptions within our school community and the broader community 
about the different types of diabetes, the cause and treatment.  Here at school we are participating in 
professional learning and will be educating our students.We believe it is important that you too have a good 
understanding so that you can talk to your children and take this knowledge into your everyday lives.
Type 1 Diabetes is not caused by poor diet.  The exact cause is unknown; however it is known that some 
people carry a gene that makes them more likely to develop type 1 diabetes. Diabetes occurs in people 
when something triggers the immune system to start destroying beta cells in the pancreas that produce 
insulin. Insulin is required by the body to allow glucose from the bloodstream to enter the body and be used 
as energy. Without insulin the affected person becomes very ill.
Comprehensive information to help you understand type 1 diabetes is available at the following link.  
Please take the time to read this information so that you can help us to be better informed.
Understanding Type 1 Diabetes
Open night, Wednesday 21st August
Next week from 17th to 23rd August is Book Week. We are looking forward to seeing all of our students 
and staff dressed in their amazing costumes in response to the theme ‘Reading is my Secret Power’ on 
Wednesday. Later in the day all of our families are invited to visit our classrooms, which will be open 
between 5pm and 7pm. Don’t forget to visit our Book Fair in the library, and to complete our Book Week 
Quiz. Collect your answer sheet from any room, answer the questions located throughout the school and 
give in your answer sheet at the library to be in the running for a book voucher.
Warm regards,
Fiona Kelly 

https://www.diabeteswa.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/understanding-type-1-diabetes-pdf-452kb.pdf
https://www.diabeteswa.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/understanding-type-1-diabetes-pdf-452kb.pdf


Dates for your 
Diary 

19 to 23 August  
Book Week 

21August  
Open night and Book Fair, 
5pm to 7pm

22 August                               
Assembly

28 August                              
Parenting Ideas Webinar -  Creating 
21st century rites of passage, 6pm.  
Voucher code - RITES

29 August                            
Assembly,  Pre-primary Red 
Undercover Area, 2.15pm

30 August                          
Superchoir rehearsal - Churchlands 
Senior High School

3 September                        
Coffee with the leadership team. 
Bookings at: https://
www.trybooking.com/BESXY

2 September                         
Jumps and Throws competition, 
selected students Years 3 to 6, City 
Beach Primary School.

4 September                           
Faction Athletics Carnival, City 
Beach PS, PP to Year 6, 9.30am

12 September                             
Assembly,  Pre-primary Blue 
Undercover Area, 2.15pm

15 September                        
ABODA Junior Orchestra Festival - 
WLPS Ensemble perform at 9.15am 
at Churclands Senior High School.

18 September                           
Interschool Athletics Carnival, City 
Beach Primary School

Please check the West 
Leederville Primary School 
Website or Mobile App for 

regular updates to the 
school planner.

Welcome to WLPS
MASSED CHOIR FESTIVAL 2019 
The West Leederville Super Choir 
are performing in the 
prestigious Massed Choir 
Festival on FRIDAY 
27TH SEPTEMBER 2019 at the 
Perth Concert Hall. Ticket sale 
details will be given shortly, as 
first in, best seats!


The important cluster rehearsal is 
on FRIDAY 30TH AUGUST 
2019 at Churchlands Senior High 
School, and all Super Choir 
members are expected to attend 
this vital rehearsal. Details will go home shortly.


ABODA JUNIOR ORCHESTRA FESTIVAL 
Please add SUNDAY 15 SEPTEMBER to your diary! Our string 
ensemble will be performing at Churchlands Senior High 
School in the ABODA Junior String Festival. An exciting event 
not to be missed! 

If you have any queries, don't hesitate to email our music 
teacher katie.samsa@education.wa.edu.au


Book Week
Next week, we will be celebrating CBCA Book Week. This year 
the theme is ‘Reading is My Secret Power’.


Wednesday 21st August. 

* Students are invited to come to school dressed as their 
favourite book character.

* Open night will be between 5pm and 7pm. Parents and families 
are invited to come and view the student work in our classrooms.


* A Book Fair will operate from the library. It will be open from 
8.30am to 9am on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of next 
week and between 3.05pm and 3.30pm on Monday and Tuesday, 
as well as during the hours of Open Night. 
Please support our library and buy a book for 
your child or donate one to the school. A 
percentage of all sales will be returned to the 
school.


Come along and wander around the 
classrooms to see the displays, meet the 
teachers and buy a book.


mailto:katie.Samsa@education.wa.edu.au
https://www.trybooking.com/BESXY
https://www.trybooking.com/BESXY
mailto:katie.Samsa@education.wa.edu.au
https://www.trybooking.com/BESXY
https://www.trybooking.com/BESXY


Kings Park Naturescape Excursion
Did you know that Chunyart is the aboriginal 
name for the 28 parrot? We found this out when 
all the Year 3’s went to Naturescape in Kings 
Park on Thursday August 8th. Luckily the rain 
stayed away for most of the time. We were 
divided into groups. I was in Ms Hawson’s group 
called the 28 Parrots.
Our first activity was orienteering. This was SO 
MUCH FUN. In our groups, we had to read a 
map, know where North was and find 20 orange 
and white markers in the bush. We needed to 
find them in order, punch some holes and answer 
the questions. BUT, we only had 35 minutes. We 
set off, running to number 13. It was difficult to 
locate but eventually we found it , thank goodness as my legs were feeling a bit tired.
Our next fantastic activity was listening to the story of Chunyart and the Cheeky Parrot whilst sitting on 
an old jarrah log.  Chunyart was an aboriginal boy who had a cheeky parrot. We were shown some 
weapons and tools that were used by the aboriginals. I found out there were 2 types of boomerangs-one 
for killing animals and the other for scaring birds. The best part for me was shooting a “yonga” with 
gumnuts and putting paperbark and reeds on my arm as a bandage.
Our final activity was free time in Naturescape. Climbing, running, wading and accidently slipping on the 
rocks and getting wet!!!-all good fun! We climbed up a steep, slippery slope on the python and then down 
the other side. Climbing up narrow, spiral  steps to get to the top of the tower was a bit scary. Finally we 
took off our shoes and played in the cold water of the billabong. Fantastic!! I am certainly going to ask 
Mum and Dad to take me back to Naturescape.
In conclusion, we all had a fantastic day out in one of the best nature parks in Perth-Kings Park. My 
favourite activity was playing in Naturescape. I was totally exhausted and slept well that night.
Students from Year 3 White



Lake Monger excursion
On Wednesday the 7th 
August the Year 4 
students from Rooms 9 
and 10 went to Lake 
Monger. 
We were very lucky to 
have a guided walk 
around the lake with 
Justin Martin 
from Djurandi Dreaming. 
We heard stories about 
native animals and 
learned how Noongar 
people used the land to 
live. 
This is a photo of the 
students throwing sticks 
and rocks into the lake 
to tell the sprits there 
are there! 

Bali Sister School
The Principal of our sister school in Bali,

Mr. Sariada recently wrote a letter to our 
school to thank the students for their 
donation to the SD 1 Pelaga school. The 
school has undergone some recent 
construction to cater for their growing 
number of students and our donation 
which was raised with a free dress day 
was gratefully put towards purchasing 
sporting equipment.

Year 4 students,Rooms 9 & 10



The rain held off during our junior cross country event held at Cowden Park on Wednesday this week. 
Congratulations to all the students in Years 1 & 2 for their enthusiastic participation in their respective 
races. All children displayed great resilience as they paced themselves around the course.
 
Th is year the winners were as follows: 
Year 1 Girls: Champion - Gabriella Fechner & 
Runner Up - Andi  McCallum 
Year 1 Boys: Champion - Harry Ladyman & 
Runner Up - Ellis Samanta  
Year 2 Girls: Champion - Scarlett Brown & 
Runner Up - Ayana Brandli  
Year 2 Boys: Champion - Lucas Metcalf & 
Runner Up - Andreas Gastevski

Junior Cross Country



Pre-primary
Yuan Tian
Eita Miura

Fionn Healy
Tom Chittock

Thomas Hocking
Benjamin Gaca

Year 1

Ayush Banerjee
Aaylah Dingo

Grace Langmead
Clancy O’Donnell

Year 2

Ryan Dhamija
Rachael Osmond

May Aoki
Olivia Zanin

Darcie Chapelhow
Scarlett Brown

Lewis Vallis
Bowie Merenda

Year 3
Oliver Trilling-Kirkwood

Isla Starcevich
Kosuke Takabatake
Quinn Bandarage

Jasmine Lucas
Jun Shiina

Year 4
Ruby Mizen

Luka Farish-Luhan
Ella O’Sullivan
Mollie Broewn

Ruby Eaton

Year 5
Kohaku Seow

Kaan Aykut
Zara Stevens

Rachel Sparrow
Year 6

Caitlyn Pratt
Francis Hor
Alkere Dingo
Bronte Woolf

Sofia Littlejohn
Congratulations to our Star 

Students.

STAR 
STUDENTS 

The following students received Merit Certificates at the recent assembly.

Coffee with the leadership team
Do you want to get to know the leadership team a little bit 
better? Do you and a couple of your friends have the same 
question to which you would all like the answer? Twice a term, 
the administration team will be having coffee with parents. We 
would like to keep the groups small so that it can be a genuine 
two-way conversation. If it is a specific question, letting us 
know this in advance, may help us provide you with a more 
comprehensive answer.


The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 3 September 2019 
at 10:00am.

Bookings can be made at the following link: https://www.trybooking.com/BESXY 

We are still appealing for coloured bottle 
tops to complete our NAIDOC art work. In 
particular, we are sending out a request for 
white bottle tops of any size, as pictured 
right. Also, gold, brown and small red 
bottle tops are required including those 
found on the small sushi soy sauce packets. 
Please bring them direct to the office if you 
are able to assist us. 


https://www.trybooking.com/BESXY
https://www.trybooking.com/BESXY


Last week the Pre-primary Red class were lucky enough to have a workshop with Mr Michael Alvares 
and his wife Jan to make garden flowers. The Alvares family has a long association with our school as 
their children attended West Leederville Primary School in the 1970’s. Since that time, Mr Alvares and 
his wife have often come to interact with the WLPS students, usually to demonstrate how to make and 
fly kites, an area in which Mr Alvares is an authority. This time however, the students really enjoyed the 
opportunity to create flowers for the garden from re-purposed plastic bottles. All of the supplies were 
donated by Mr Alvares who has undertaken to travelling to remote schools with his projects for students. 
We extend our appreciation to Michael and Jan for offering our students in Pre-primary Red this 
opportunity.

Pre-primary create garden flowers



For our science/rainbow theme inquiry in 
Kindergarten Red last week, the children 
explored colours. We experimented mixing 
colours in water and shaving cream. The 
children loved the sensory experience of 
mixing colours with their hands while learning 
about colour spectrums.
As part of our science focus the children also 
looked at what happens when we add bi-
carbonate soda to a lemon. Our colours were 
added to lemons which fizzed and bubbled to 
the delight of the children. Such a fun hands-
on morning, learning through play.

Hands-on Science at Kindergarten



THE TECH DIET FOR YOUR CHILD AND TEEN BY BRAD 
MARSHALL
Brad Marshall, The Unplugged Psychologist, is on the front line 
helping parents deal with the dominance of gaming and problematic 
technology use. His clinic, the Internet Addiction Clinic @ Kidspace, 
was one of the first in Australia established to help young children, 
teenagers and families whose lives are totally torn apart by 
technology. 
 
The Tech Diet for your Child and Teen provides real-life strategies 
that any parent can implement to create a healthy balance and put 
your kids' development first. Based on solid psychological research 
explaining why screen addiction is so powerful, Brad's jargon-free 
advice gives a clear plan for parents who have had enough and are 
serious about changing the way their kids use and interact with 
technology. 
 
The Tech Diet for your Child and Teen contains: 

• Ways to apply workable solutions for excessive internet use and 
gaming rather than fighting about it 

•  Advice on how to take control of the Wi-Fi and manage smartphones and data 
•  Practical tips to help survive the school holidays 
•  How to tackle kids telling you they are doing 'homework' while switching screens 
•  A holistic plan that puts your child's wellbeing first, screens second 
•  Special information for children with conditions such as ADHD, autism spectrum disorders, 

anxiety and depression 

Parents are welcome to borrow books from our Parent Library located in the office.

THE ART OF GROWING UP by JOHN MARSDEN
When I hear parents say 'I want my children to enjoy their 
childhood; there'll be time when they're older to learn about those 
things', I hear the voices of those who are scared of the vastness 
of the universe. These adults have a view of childhood as some 
kind of discrete interval, rather than just a few years from the 
continuum of life. How fortunate that the spirit, courage and 
curiosity of many young people remain largely undefeated by 
such adults. 

John Marsden has spent his adult life engaging with young minds 
- through both his award-winning, internationally bestselling 
young adult fiction and his work as one of Australia's most 
esteemed and experienced educators. As the founder and 
principal of two schools, John is at the coalface of education and 
daily witness to the inevitable and yet still mysterious process of 
growing up. 

Now, in this astonishing, insightful and hugely ambitious 
manifesto, John pulls together all he has learned from over thirty 
years' experience working with and writing for young people. He 
shares his insights into everything - from the role of schools and 
the importance of education, to problem parents and problem children, and the conundrum of what it 
means to grow up and be 'happy' in the 21st century.

Featured books from our Parent Library



Rites of Passage have always been a significant part of community life, until now. Each stage of a person’s life was 
marked and celebrated including the significant step of moving into adulthood.

The shift from childhood to adulthood has always been marked by a rite of passage, which represents entry to the 
adult world and the rights that go with it. This new set of rights is also accompanied by a responsibility to serve 
and contribute to the community.

The loss of healthy rites of passage
For many young people Schoolies Week, the annual Year 12 endless party, is the only rite of passage they have. 
The loss of meaningful rites of passage is having disastrous consequences on young people.

Too often we see young men in their twenties and beyond acting like boys in constant need of acknowledgement 
from their peers, dodging responsibility and still seeking approval from their mother. Many young women are 
stuck in perpetual adolescence, more worried about how they look than how they can contribute to their 
communities.

Adults have a role to play
It’s the role of adults to recognise and bring out children’s strengths and natural gifts so they can contribute fully 
to their communities as adults. One of the most significant roles of the elderly is to care for and pass on wisdom to 
the young. Not surprisingly in the past it has been the elders who were responsible for overseeing the Rites of 
Passage and their timely delivery.

Rites of Passage are not supposed to be done in isolation. As a child becomes a young adult parents also need to 
take a step and move to the next stage in their lives.  Each new stage of development for a child or young person 
represents a new beginning for parents as well.

Unfortunately, elderhood is not highly coveted or respected in these modern times and there is a global marketing 
campaign telling us that youth is the desirable and only really acceptable life stage. When adulthood is not fully 
appreciated or understood, then it’s little wonder that many young people are hanging on to their adolescence 
well into their twenties. Some never make the leap into adulthood.

Families and communities can rediscover the notion of rites of passage and begin to invent their own pathways to 
adulthood, complete with markers and appropriate recognition. They can put their own celebrations in place that 
mark significant ages, and the all-important transition to adulthood. These celebrations should include a bringing 
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together of significant adults and a passing on of wisdom and stories from past generations to a young person. 
These rites of passage can be creative, must be inclusive and need to be appropriate to each family or community 
situation.

As your school has a membership with Parenting Ideas, you can attend the Creating 21st century rites of 
passage webinar – at no cost!
About the webinar
Join Dr Arne Rubinstein as he discusses the importance of rites of passage in the 21st century. In this webinar 
you’ll develop clear guidelines and learn impactful strategies to support you to build strong healthy relationships 
with your children, bolster their independence and support them in their use of technology in these rapidly 
changing times.

When
Wednesday 28 August 2019 8:00pm AEST.

Price
This webinar is $37 per person to attend, and is free of charge to families at schools that have a membership.

How parents can redeem the voucher
1. Click this link: https://www.parentingideas.com.au/parent-resources/parent-webinars/webinar-creating-21st-
century-rites-of-passage
2. Click ‘Add to cart’
3. Click ‘View cart’
4. Enter the voucher code RITES and click ‘Apply Coupon’ (valid until 28 September 2019). Your discount of $37 
will be applied.
5. Click ‘Proceed to checkout’
6. Fill in your account details. These details are used to login to your account and access your parenting material
7. Click ‘Place Order’

�-ѵ��-) ��0�$)./ $)

Dr. Arne Rubinstein is an internationally recognised expert on Rites of Passage and 
adolescent development. He is the author of the best-seller ‘The Making of Men’ and has 
won multiple awards for his work including being nominated for Australian of the Year 
2008 for his work with youth. Dr Arne is the proud father of two wonderful young men 
and a mentor to many others.

We're a Parenting Ideas school +�- )/$)"$� �.ѵ�*(ѵ�0ҝ.�#**'.


