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ANZAC Service

At West Leederville Primary School the ANZAC service is a formal occasion where we come together 
as a school and community to pay our respects to those brave soldiers who gave up their lives on the 
beaches of Gallipoli, and in doing so, created the legend of the ANZAC spirit- the legend of strength, 
courage and mateship. As ANZAC day falls during the school holidays, this year our service was held 
on Tuesday, 9th April.

We extend our great appreciation to the three parents who volunteered their time to construct some 
beautiful wreaths for the students chosen to represent each class to lay during the service. They are 
Marcia Nixon, Kath Dawson and Kylie Gibson. Thank you to those parents who also donated flowers 
and greenery for the wreaths.

Year 6 Student Councillors Sienna Hathrill and Zadie Garwood-Blue were the comperes for the service. 
In attendance were our special invited guests, Mr Sean L’Estrange MLA, Member for Churchlands; Mr 
Alan Wilson, Secretary of the Cambridge Returned Services League; Ms Tahnee Davies, representing 
the School Board; Mrs Julie Metcalf, President of the P&C, Rev Dr Steven Daly of St Barnabas Church 
and Major James Murray from the Police Pipe Band, who played the bagpipes during the service. 

We extend our gratitude to all those who attended the service and special guests.



From the Principal
Dear WLPS Community,

ANZAC service
The ANZAC service at WLPS is one of those occasions where we 
are all so proud to be a part of West Leederville Primary School.  
The student comperes ran the show like professionals, the Choir 
sang beautifully, the ensemble performed with precision and the 
students were respectful and engaged in this solemn occasion. 
Without fail, every year, our invited guests compliment our 

school and this special event.  Thank you Mr McInerheney, Ms Samsa, Mrs Martin and 
student leaders for your attention to detail. 
Diversity and Inclusivity
At WLPS we are very proud of our diverse and inclusive student population. Through the exceptional 
work of our learning support team, teachers and education assistants, WLPS embraces the inclusion of 
19 students with diagnosed disabilities and provides individualised support to more than 85 students 
with additional learning needs. We celebrate diversity, enable difference and teach tolerance. 
One of our students, Jed, who has “super powers” features in a video promoting a 
community project which celebrates the unique talents, strength and indomitable 
spirit of children with disabilities. I encourage you to take the time to watch this 
short, two-minute video. Jed can be seen right at the end wearing a hat and dark 
shirt with a green dinosaur print.
https://www.pozible.com/project/super-power-kids-book
STEM Showcase
West Leederville Primary School is a Teacher Development School – Technologies.  We were selected 
as a TDS school in recognition of our teachers’ skills in teaching in this curriculum area. We receive a 
grant of $40 000 per year to assist the development of teachers state-wide in the teaching of Design 
and Technology, Digital Technology and STEM.  Yesterday our school was open to parents and teachers 
from other schools, to view our Term 1 STEM projects. The students and teachers did a magnificent job 
of creating solutions by investigating and defining; designing; producing and implementing; evaluating; 
collaborating and managing a process to complete projects as wide ranging as designing homes for 
birds to pirate ships and jelly fish.
Morning tea with with the leadership team 
Do you want to get to know the leadership team a little bit better? Do you and a couple of your friends 
have the same question you would all like the answer to? Once per month the administration team will 
be having coffee with parents. The next session is scheduled for Thursday 16th May 2019 at 10:00am.  
We would like to keep the groups small so that it can be a genuine two-way conversation. If it is a 
specific question, letting us know this in advance may help us provide you with a more comprehensive 
answer. Book your place at the following link: https://www.trybooking.com/BBWDL
Speaking of Coffee….
Due to popular demand the coffee van will be visiting WLPS each Monday morning next term.  
Commencing Monday, 29th April there will be a coffee van parked just inside the front gates. Come and 
buy a coffee, have a chat to your friends, and make new friends within the school community.This is not 
a fundraising event, just a chance for you to start the week in a community spirited way.

https://www.pozible.com/project/super-power-kids-book
https://www.trybooking.com/BBWDL
https://www.pozible.com/project/super-power-kids-book
https://www.trybooking.com/BBWDL


Question and Answer
Who and what is the learning support team?
Students identified as requiring adjustments to their learning are provided targeted support through the 
development of comprehensive documented plans. These plans are collaboratively developed by 
classroom teachers and the Learning Support Coordinator (LSC), with input from the School 
Psychologist and Chaplain when necessary. To comprehensively support these students, the school 
draws on the expertise of a number of external agencies and specialists, including SSEND, PMH, CFS, 
speech therapists, occupational therapists, the Autism Association, Dyslexia SPELD and CAMHS.
Students at WLPS may be identified as being at educational risk for a variety of reasons, including: 
compromised social/emotional health; a diagnosed learning disability such as autism, dyslexia or 
dysgraphia; imputed learning difficulties; diagnosed generalised anxiety; post traumatic stress disorder; 
speaking a language dialect other than English(EALD); and learners requiring extension and 
enrichment.
The school also employs an EAL/D education assistant 3 days per week to support students who speak 
another language or dialect. Key roles include:
•  working within classes to support students during literacy blocks
• providing targeted phonics intervention in the early years
• assisting teachers with the use of the EAL/D Progress Maps to create documented plans, and using 

the EAL/D reporting template.
The School Psychologist is employed 2 days per week and works closely with the LSC and Chaplain to 
assist the school in three main areas: learning, mental health & well-being, and behaviour. 
Her key roles include:
• participating in case conferences with parents, teachers and outside agencies;
• student observations;
• cognitive testing;
• lunchtime Lego Club;
• sessions with individual students to assist with social/emotional resilience; and
• providing parents and teachers with strategies to assist students with learning difficulties.
The Chaplain, employed through Youthcare for two days per week, assists students, families and staff. 
Her key roles include:
• personalised programs eg. the BRAVE program for students with anxiety and the Rainbows program 
for those experiencing grief and loss;
•  afterschool craft club to build relationships and open communication with the community;
•  Mindfulness Mondays during lunchtimes;
• assisting teachers to implement Bounceback and similar social and emotional skills programs;
• additional initiatives at WLPS included mindfulness, yoga, Smiling Minds and after school staff Pilates 

sessions

What is the BYOD iPad program?
At West Leederville Primary School, Year 4 students and above are encouraged to bring their own iPad 
to school for educational purposes. This BYO iPad program commenced in 2016 as a result of extensive 
research and consultation, including working with other local and regional lead ICT schools. It was 
agreed that to achieve the desired educational goals our students would greatly benefit from having their 
own device. 
Year 4 was chosen as the starting point for this initiative for a number of reasons. The currency of most 
technology lasts approximately three years, therefore, one device will see the students through until the 
end of their primary school education. WLPS classroom teachers believe that our Year 4 students have 
the maturity and responsibility to manage and care for their own device. With the commencement of 
NAPLAN online, introducing students to online assessment, reading and writing techniques during year 
4, enables our students to have the skills to be comfortable and competent when completing NAPLAN 
testing early in Term 2 of Year 5.  An iPad program booklet is provided to all families on enrolment; is 
distributed to Year 3 families at the commencement of Term 4; and is available on our webpage.

http://:%C2%A0https://wlps.wa.edu.au/byo-ipad/
http://:%C2%A0https://wlps.wa.edu.au/byo-ipad/


Hatching Chickens in Kindergarten …

The students from the Blue and Green kindergarten classes have been very busy this term. An 
incubator and fertilised eggs arrived in Week 7 and over the next few days the students were very 
excited to watch chicks hatching. They have also been exploring the theme ‘Under the Sea’ and this 
week they came to school dressed as pirates. 

… Exploring Under the Sea …

… and Playing Pirates



Dates for your 
Diary 

10 Apr
Excursion - Fremantle Literature 
Centre, Year 5

11 Apr                                        
STEM Open Day - Whole 
School showcase

12 Apr                                     
Last day of term

Free dress - gold coin donation for 
Wheelchairs for Kids

29 Apr                                    
Term 2 commences

9 May                                        
Assembly - Year 5 & 5/6, 
Undercover area, 2.15pm

14 May                          
Kindergarten school photos

17 May                                        
Kindergarten school photos

21 May
Incursion - Slithers and Slides, 
Kindergarten

22 May                                      
 Simultaneous Reading day

23 May                                        
Assembly - Year 1 Red & 1/2 
Undercover area, 2.15pm

Incursion - Slithers and Slides, 
Kindergarten

30 May                                   
School PD - students do not attend 
school

31 May                                   
School PD - students do not attend 
school

3 June                                  
West Australian Day PH

4 to 7 June                               
Year 6 Camp - Forest Edge

Please check the West 
Leederville Primary School 
Website or Mobile App for 

regular updates to the 
school planner.

Mr Sean L’Estrange visits
Mr Sean L'Estrange 
MLA, member for 
Churchlands, 
dropped by this 
week to donate two 
copies of a book 
outlining the life of 
Sir Charles Court. 
He spoke with 
students about the 
different tiers of 
government in 
Australia and which 
matters are 

governed at each level. The students equipped themselves very well with 
their knowledge and some insightful questions and were complimented 
along with their teachers by Mr L’Estrange.

Interschool Swimming

On Monday, 1st April, the students selected for our inter-school 
swimming team set off to Claremont Pool to compete against Marmion 
and North Beach Primary Schools. The competition level was high and 
the West Leederville Primary School students performed well. At the 
conclusion of the carnival, WLPS finished second and had several 
individual medal winners: 
Year 3 boy Champion - Spencer Hathrill
Year 3 girl Champion - Eliza Dawson
Year 4 girl Champion - Maebh Dhepnorrarat 
Year 5 boy Runner Up - Youssef Ahmed Megebry 
Year 6 girl Champion - Sienna Hathrill
Congratulations to these medal winners and all of the students who 
represented WLPS at the inter-school swimming carnival.



STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics)
On Thursday, 11th April, West Leederville Primary School held a STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Mathematics) Learning Showcase involving all the classes. This was an opportunity for 
parents, community members and educators to see the innovative processes employed at our school 
when teaching STEM. There were a variety of projects across the years and the displays reflected the 
initial planning, the stages involved in the process and in some cases the final product.
Thank you to all the parents who attended the classroom walk through to observe and the students in 
their endeavours.



Walk, Ride, Scoot Safely to School
Walk Safely to School Day is approaching and this year will be on Friday 17th May. 
Walk Safely to School Day asks that we all consider our transport habits and try to incorporate more 
walking as part of a healthy, active way to get around. Although walking all the way to school isn’t 
realistic for many of us, it’s quite easy to figure out how you can build a walk into your family’s daily 
routine. 
You can teach your child the healthy habit of walking more by: 
• Walking with them the whole way to school  
• If they get the bus or train, walk past your 
usual stop and get on at the next stop  
• If you have to drive, park the car a few blocks 
away from the school and walk the rest of the  
way. 
Students may walk, scoot or ride to school and 
a sausage sizzle will be available for breakfast 
from approximately 8.15am. Students who 
bring along their own cup are also welcome to 
a cup of Milo. 
For more information, visit www.walk.com.au 

Water for Life Campaign
Last week, a small group of our students were selected to participate in a filmed interview session by 
the Water Corporation to promote their Water for Life campaign. The Water for Life campaign aims to 
educate the community on the precious resource of water, where it comes from, and how our water 
sources are changing due to climate change. With Lake Monger in the background, the students were 
asked to reflect on groundwater, what it is and where it comes from. We look forward to seeing the 
videos from June, when they will screen on Youtube, Facebook and possibly television.



On Monday 8th of April we hosted the Commissioner for Children and Young People to complete the 
Speaking Out Survey. This year we had 24 participants from Years 4 to 6. The students were randomly 
selected by the Department of Education. The survey project involves asking students from Year 4 to 
Year 12 in government and non-government schools across WA for their views about their health, family, 
friends, schools, safety and the community in which they live. The Speaking Out Survey is an initiative 
supported by the WA Government and the views of students will be included in publications about the 
wellbeing of children and young people that the Commissioner sends to government and other 
organisations to help improve policies and services available to children and their families.

Speaking Out Survey

Over the past weeks, WLPS has experienced various network and Wi-Fi issues. These are not serious, 
but rather annoying when we are working and trying to use our network.
The Department of Education is aware of these issues and has worked with myself and our network 
integrator, TFX, to minimise disruption and correct faults as soon as possible.
I’m pleased to communicate that everything seems to be running well now.
Over the last two days, all Year 3 and Year 5 students have successfully participated in a full online 
NAPLAN practice test. We got through this well. 
If your child is in Year 5, we’d greatly appreciate you support in ensuring your child has the NAP Lock 
Down Browser installed and a good pair of headphones
In the near future we hope to improve our connectivity to have an additional high-speed NBN 
connection to the school, as technicians are just completing the work in Woolwich Street.

Wi-Fi at WLPS

WLPS Fathering Project
Dads, father figures and their kids were getting creative and having fun in Mr Braimbridge’s woodworking 
session. They made wooden name plaques by cutting pieces of wood and using heat. We hope to use 
this room more often in the future for more woodworking projects! Below are some photos of this event.
Our next event is a Dads and Daughters Hair Workshop event at Hairlarious Kidz on Friday 10th May. 
Dads can impress their better halves by learning how to plait and braid their daughter’s hair just in time 
for Mother’s day! There are still a few spots available and you can email wlpsdads@gmail.com to 
register.
Dads, please remember to register your contact details at https://thefatheringproject.org/dads-group/
west-leederville-ps-dads-group/ to make sure you stay updated with the planned activities and events for 
the year.

mailto:wlpsdads@gmail.com
https://thefatheringproject.org/dads-group/west-leederville-ps-dads-group/
https://thefatheringproject.org/dads-group/west-leederville-ps-dads-group/
mailto:wlpsdads@gmail.com
https://thefatheringproject.org/dads-group/west-leederville-ps-dads-group/
https://thefatheringproject.org/dads-group/west-leederville-ps-dads-group/
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MANAGING SCREEN TIME

Screens are a wonderful tool to use with children, 
however they are becoming increasingly difficult 
to monitor and manage.

Many kids with ASD get very engrossed with 
their screens making it very difficult for them to 
transition to nothing afterwards. Planning their 
next activity before starting screen time allows 
them to immediately move onto another activity.

Create a plan with the child which works for 
the adult and the child. Have agreed rules, 
routines, expectations (ie around swearing etc) 

Instilling allocated screen free times or activities 
such as meal-times or outings which everybody 
participates in.

Many routers can now turn off the wifi after a 
certain time e.g. for bedtime.

Be aware that with some children it is incredibly 
distressing to stop mid-game, so perhaps, adjust 
limits accordingly. Instead of a certain time 
period, allow them to play the game a set number 
of times.

This could be done in a number of different ways

Allow screen time in exchange for other activities

**If the device is being used for communication the child 
needs access to it at all times.

If after asking these questions you are wanting 
to put in place some strategies to manage screen 
time, below are some tips to get you started.

Here are a few great examples of questions 
you could ask yourself to see if the child’s 
screen time under control?

Do you have a plan to ‘manage’ screen time? 
Is it being followed?

Does screen use interfere with what your 
family/classroom wants to do?

Does screen use interfere with sleep?

Does the child easily transition between 
screen time and non-screen time? (ie will they 
get ‘off’ when directed?)

A self-monitored visual timer

Many apps can now be time limited

Token systems (see page 13)

Screen time allocated following tidying-up/
school work etc.

Amount of time allowed on screens is half the 
amount of time spent off the screens

Tips to Manage Screen Time

EXIT PLAN

A COLLABORATIVE MEDIA PLAN

SCREEN FREE TIMES**

TURN OFF WIFI

LIMITING THE AMOUNT OF TIME

EXCHANGE SYSTEMS

and consequences. I highly recommend writing 
down the agreement and putting it somewhere 
to refer back to.

From the School 



From the P&C

   

 
 

 

 

Funds raised will help build new and exciting play spaces for our children 

$20 Family Ticket 

https://www.trybooking.com/BBVXO 

Competitions   Prizes   Burgers   Entertainment    

WILLIAM STREET CYCLE CO 
WEST LEEDERVILLE PRIMARY SCHOOL P&C 
PRESENT 



As holidays approach, the role that screens and devices will play becomes an increasing concern for parents. Days 
when kids are usually tied up with school and activities make way for many an idle hour and, as such, parents fear 
those hours will be spent largely engaged with a screen or gaming console. While there is certainly no harm in 
some well-balanced screen time and developmentally appropriate online activities, we must remember that, as 
parents, we have an important role in helping our kids manage and balance that screen time. Here are a few 
things we can do:

Understand the battle
It is important parents know the beast they are dealing with. It is easy to shout from another room to get off a 
screen or whinge to our friends that ‘kids of today’ are all addicted to their phones, but we need to recognise the 
pull that many of these devices have. The social networks are designed to keep us liking, commenting and 
sharing. The games cajole us into having ‘just one more’ turn at being the last man standing. These technologies 
tempt us to reach just one more level, or to scroll for just a few minutes more. Our brains experience a dopamine 
release and a sense of insufficiency when we use a device. There is always something else to do or something else 
to scroll through, or one more YouTube video to watch. So our kids are up against it when trying to control their 
time on a device. We need to help them with that.

Get outside
We can complain that kids never go outside and play anymore, but sometimes we have to physically get out there 
with them or offer opportunities in which being outside and active play are appealing. We have to work a little 
harder at this today because we are competing with a device that answers many of our kids’ perceived needs. We 
need them to know that their needs are greater and more varied than what their screens can offer.

Have some rules
Despite their apparent dislike of rules around technology, kids will (one day) appreciate having boundaries to help 
them manage their screen time. Rules can be established regarding time limits, devices in bedrooms, device-free 
meal times, etc. Whatever you decide is important, be sure that you have those discussions with your kids. And 
any discussion around rules or consequences should happen away from the screens so they are clear on the 
expectations. (Talking about their screen-time habits while they are just about to be the last man standing on 
Fortnite is probably not going to make for engaging conversation.)

One console on one television…outside the bedroom
Having only one television that is connected to a gaming console or to Netflix is a good way of ensuring that the 
device gets shared and one child doesn’t monopolise the screen. And leave consoles out of bedrooms where the 
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