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As part of our school’s annual PALS (Partnership, Acceptance, Learning, Sharing) project that is funded 
through the Department of Aboriginal Affairs we have seen many new resources arrive at WLPS.

Our 2018 PALS concept was devised to broaden the students’ knowledge and understanding of Aboriginal 
culture, through a two-fold project. The first part was the installation in our assembly area of a special plaque 
with the words for ‘Acknowledgement to Country’. During our school assemblies, as a tribute to all Aboriginal 
people this acknowledgement is included. Secondly, our school library has received a wonderful injection of 
Noongar resources in the form of picture books, novels, information books, illustrated dictionaries and a map 
depicting Indigenous Australia.

On Thursday the 18th of October, at the Year 2 assembly the school acknowledged the contributions made 
possible by this year’s PALS grant. It was wonderful to welcome our special guest Brian, grandfather of Jon 
from Pre-Primary Red, who officiated the ‘Acknowledgement to Country’

Sue Wilson, Rochelle Reeves, Vonnie Greenway and Jo Stanton - PALS Committee

Pictured above students display the new 

	

PALS (Partnership, Acceptance, Learning, Sharing)



From the Principal

Dear WLPS Community,

NAPLAN
As per the last newsletter, the NAPLAN data was presented to the School Board last week. The data 
provides parents and teachers with valuable information and allows schools to make planning and 
resourcing decisions, and to inform instruction and target teaching. As a school, we celebrate our 
successes and areas of strength (of which there are many!), look for areas for improvement and the 
implications for our teaching practice. 
NAPLAN 2018 was completed online by many schools. Our students and teachers had a very positive 
experience with the online adaptive assessments; however, the data analysis has been a very different 
process to previous years. The adaptive nature of the assessments allows students to follow different 
pathways according to whether they answer questions correctly. This adds another dimension to our 
data analysis. 
West Leederville’s 2018 NAPLAN results are extremely positive overall, and have sustained or 
increased improvement in most areas. Our Year 3 students performed in line or better than our like 
schools in numeracy, reading and grammar. Our Year 3 Writing achievement is lower than our like 
schools. A significant number of students were only one or two points away from being in the band 
above; which had a notable impact on our achievement. To explain this simply, 18 students needed to 
do one or two small things extra in the writing assessment, such as to use one more interesting word or 
to use one more piece of complex punctuation. We are already seeing improvement in this area with the 
whole-school implementation of Talk 4 Writing; a program which many of our like schools have recently 
adopted. 
After deeply analysing the Year 3 spelling, we can see that our students’ strength was in the ‘spelling 
correction’ questions; however, they were not as competent with the ‘spelling in context’ questions. A 
few examples of questions our Year 3 students didn’t answer correctly are:
-! Identifies and corrects a two-syllable word ending in the suffix ence
-! Identifies and corrects a three-syllable word ending in –seum



-! Correctly spells a two-syllable word with sc-
-! Identifies and corrects the error in a two-syllable word ending with –ist
-! Correctly spells a two-syllable word with a silent b
We had previously identified spelling as an area for improvement, and as you know, the school is 
working very hard on the Words Their Way spelling program. We are looking forward to seeing future 
improvement as students work at their developmental level in spelling groups, where they are explicitly 
taught spelling strategies according to our whole-school scope and sequence.  
Our Year 5 students did exceptionally well in all assessment areas. In reading, writing and grammar, they  
exceeded the achievement of like schools. In numeracy and spelling, they matched the achievement of 
like schools. 
When we analyse our NAPLAN performance, it is also important to focus on our progress between Years 
3 and 5, as well as achievement. Our progress over a two-year NAPLAN cycle has been pleasing, with 
us exceeding the progress of our like schools in numeracy and reading, and very close to like schools in 
the other areas.  
The table below demonstrates our distribution of results relative the national results. The show how many 
West Leederville students scored in the top 20% of the nation, the middle 60% and the lower 20%. 
Green boxes indicate where we matched or exceeded our like schools in the top 20%. 

FITNESS BADGES
Thank you to Mrs Ali Chadwick for working really hard to get our “Fitness Badges” program up and 
running again. The students have been huffing, puffing, planking and groaning their way through the 
assessments and are on the way to being fitter and stronger. Please remember when your child achieves 
a badge, they will be given a slip asking for $2.00. Please pay the $2.00 cash to the front office and 
receive the badge for your child’s faction shirt.

SCIENCE GRANT
I received an email from the Executive Director, Public Schools, congratulating us on our successful 
Science grant. I would like to acknowledge and thank Mrs Michelle Moyes who put a lot of thought and 
time into writing this grant. We will receive a refurbishment of a room for a science laboratory. The 
construction (or conversion) of these works will be in 2020 or 2021 depending on construction schedules. 
We also receive $25 000 (yes there are 3 zeros on that figure!) to purchase science resources to equip 
the ‘lab’. Funding will be allocated to our school on the completion of the refurbishment. 
On a side note, if you, or anyone you know would be interested in writing a grant to get money for our 
school, please contact the P&C Exec. There are loads of grants out there ripe for the picking!

PLAYGROUND UPDATE
Narelle Manser-Smith, Michael McInerheney and I have met with various playground companies to 
improve our existing play space and make it more fun and challenging for our students.
The playground committee surveyed parents, students and staff earlier in the year. The two main ‘wants’ 
were more grass/free open space and larger structures to climb on and hang on to build upper body 
strength.  Initially with a larger committee, the agreement was to keep structures in the theme of ‘nature 
play’ and avoid metal and plastic structures. After much deliberation and consultation, we have (almost) 
engaged the services of ‘Project Scape Australia’.
Pictured below is a concept design of 4 zones we wish to redevelop or improve. We would love to start 
with Zone 3, which is a low bridge and wobbly balance logs and a larger ‘canopy swing’ to be built on 

 Numeracy Reading Writing Spelling G & P 
Top 20% Year 3 44% 50% 12% 21% 48% 
Middle 60% Year 3 53% 45% 86% 71% 48% 
Bottom 20% Year 3 4% 5% 3% 8% 4% 
Top 20% Year 5 52%   59%   41% 41%  52% 
Middle 60% Year 5 41% 34% 54% 54% 39% 
Bottom 20% Year 5 7% 7% 6% 6% 8% 

 



existing wood-chipped area north of ‘the tree’. It comprises a beautiful, organic, solid wood structure with 
ropes for students to zig-zag their way across the structure. It will be built at different heights to 
accommodate big and small people. 
Zone 4, which would be a fort of some description, is also on our immediate wish list. Pictured are some 
designs the company has built at other schools in WA. You can view them at 
www.projectscapeaustralia.com.au or find them on Facebook.

Zone 1 is in the early stages of planning. It will hopefully add value to the Pre-primary area and in con 
cept would be a tunnel and/or bridge over the wall with a small fort type structure.

Warm regards,
Lisa Wade

Zone 3 Bridge and rus/c canopy swing $38 000 +gst

Zone 4 Scramble fort $28 000 +gst

Zone 1 Junior play space $36 000 +gst

Tomorrow, on Friday 26th, style your hair in the 
most unique, crazy way that you can. You might 
use ribbons, colour, bows, toys, household items 
or loads of hairspray. Bring a gold coin donation 
to raise money for Wheelchairs for Kids - an 
amazing Perth-based charity. Wheelchairs for 
kids has a workshop of volunteers 
who manufacture and distribute wheelchairs, 
toys and blankets to children with physical 
disabilities in developing countries - to provide 
them with much needed freedom and mobility. 
We look forward to seeing your wacky 
and wild hair-dos tomorrow! 

BYO iPad information session for 2019 Year 4 
parents.
Two information sessions around our Year 4-6 
BYO iPad program will take place in coming 
weeks. The sessions will be held in the school 
library. At each of the sessions you will learn about 
the program and be able to hear from teachers 
and students who are, or will, be working in these 
classes. There will be plenty of time for questions.
Session 1: Tuesday 13th November 11 AM to 
11:50 AM.
Session 2: Monday 19th November 3:10 PM to 4 
PM
Please RSVP to Michael McInerheney via 
michael.mcInerheney@education.wa.edu.au

CRAZYBYO iPad

http://www.projectscapeaustralia.com.au
http://www.projectscapeaustralia.com.au
mailto:michael.mcInerheney@education.wa.edu.au
mailto:michael.mcInerheney@education.wa.edu.au


A Glimpse at Kindergarten



Dates for your 
Diary

18 October                                       
Assembly - 2 White, Undercover 
area, 2.15pm

19 October                                    
Bee incursion, Year 4, 9am to 10am

23 October                                    
Year 6 Graduation photo

26 October                                    
Wacky hair day- Wheelchair for 
kids

1 November                                       
Assembly - 1 Blue & Red, 
Undercover area, 2.15pm

1 November                                       
Outdoor classroom day

6 November                                       
Whole school photo to mark 
120th Celebration

8 & 9 November                                       
Year 4 & 5 Leadership speeches for 
2019

9 November                                       
Incursion - Bunnings Christmas, 
Pre-primary

13 November                                       
iPad intro meeting, Year 3 parents, 
11am

14 November                                       
2019 Pre-primary info session 
9.15-10.15
2019 Kindergarten info session 
2-3pm
Library

15 November                                       
Assembly - PP Blue,
Undercover area, 2.15pm

18 November                                       
P&C Colour Carnival, 
10am to 4.pm

19 November                                       
iPad intro meeting, Year 3 parents, 
3.10pm

19-30 November                                   
Year 1/2 Interm Swimming
‘
3-13 December
Year PP Interm Swimming

11 December                               
Year 6 Graduation - 9.15am

Games and Puzzles required

I need to source quite a few props for the school production and I 
thought where better to start than our wonderful 
school community!

If you are discarding any old fake flowers then 
please discard them our way. We are also 
searching for 2 little toy horns/trumpets, a back 

scratcher, a toddler toilet step 
and a bike horn. Many thanks. 
There will be a few more 
requests as the weeks go by and any donations will 
be very gratefully received. 

They can be placed on my desk in the library or dropped off at the front 
office. 

 Mrs Munday

School Production News

Mandarin craft for Fete

Corali, the school Chaplain is looking 
for donations of well loved but complete 
board games and jigsaw puzzles, to be 
used for lunch club activities and during 

chat time with students.
Please place any donations in the 

container provided at the front office.

In the lead up to the Fete, we are requesting parents to come  
along to assist us with our LOTE project, as we do need a few 
pairs of hands to help our students do their craftwork. Jobs are: 
supervising, trimming or tidying up their unfinished work.
 
Even if you are able to assist for a short time, it would be most 
appreciated. Please fill in your name on our Mandarin Notice 
Board (or talk to me).

Linda Williams
LOTE teacher



WLPS Cultural Showcase

      

For the first three Thursdays during Term 4, selected classes were fortunate enough to have some Year 
11 students from the SEDA Cricket Clinic come and run sessions during Phys Ed lessons. Students 
enjoyed the opportunity to work in small groups and have that undivided attention due to the low SEDA 
to WLPS student ratio. There were a range of activities which changed each session, meaning everyone 
was able to join in and learn something new each time. All students participated and displayed fantastic 
sportsmanship and behaviour at all times. Mrs Chadwick enjoyed watching everyone get involved whilst 
have a great time in the process.

On Thursday the 6th of 
December from 5pm to 8pm, 
WLPS will be showcasing the 
Arts – Drama, Music, Mandarin 
and Art. The evening will begin 
with an incredible Chinese Lion dance and Martial Arts 
demonstration followed by Act 1 from Shakespeare “A Kidsummer 
Night’s Dream”. 

An intermission of 1 hour will take place at approx. 6:10pm, 
allowing people to view the amazing art exhibition and listen to 
various talented musicians in the school hall. During this time food 
and drinks can be purchased from the food vans and bar, thanks 
to our wonderful P&C.

Everyone will then reconvene at the amphitheatre to watch Act 2 
of the thespian extravaganza.

The evening will conclude with a surprise event!!!!!  This is a night 
not to be missed.  Come and support the ARTS at WLPS and be 
blown away by the talent on display.

Cricket Clinic



Surfing Clinic

The before school surfing program kicked off to a great start on Monday, 15th October with 40 
enthusiastic students from Years 4,5 and 6 taking the opportunity to learn to surf. Operating over a 6 
week period, the program is based at Trigg Beach and instructors from the Surfing WA Surf School are 
on hand to guide the WLPS students through the techniques to hone their skills. Judging by the wide 
smiles and persistent efforts, the students involved in the program are having a wonderful time.

We thank all the parents who rise early on the days of the lessons to enable their children to participate 
in this program and PE teacher Mrs Ali Chadwick for coordinating the lessons.

Pictured above, students from the surfing program ham it up for the camera.

New excursion bags
Introduced to the uniform shop recently are excursion 
bags bearing the school logo. These light weight water 
repellent bags are the perfect size for students to use for 
excursions and sport carnivals. They measure 46cm x 
34cm and can comfortably fit a drink bottle, lunch and 
clipboard. They feature a mesh vent front pocket and 
draw string closure cords so students can wear them on 
their back. 

With interm swimming classes scheduled for the Pre-
primary to Year 2 students coming up in the next couple 
of weeks, and scheduled for the Year 3 to 6 very early in 
the new year, these bags are ideal to keep clothes and 
swimming gear together. Parents wishing to order may 
go online  at https://quickcliq.com.au/.

Pictured are Charlie and Eliza show their new excursion 
bags.

https://quickcliq.com.au
https://quickcliq.com.au


Pre-primary
Isabella Hayes
Ishaan Gupta

Pre-Primary Red
Zac Moyle

Olive Durward

Year 1
Hayden Strika
Katelyn Kailis
Coco Divola

Clara Overmeire
Rhys Etherington

Aeden Dhepnorrarat
Indee Marr
Miles Sealey

Year 2
Priyanshi Ramola

James Sommerfield
Zakuro Seow
Elena Porter

Kilian Beniak-Regan

Year 3
Isabelle Devenish Hooper

Rupert Decent
Jack Wira

Ruby Eaton
Phoebe Bowler

Luka Nightingale

Year 4
Venna Ewin
Flynn Ross

Jayden Stinson
James Nightingale

Wil Nankeris
Marcus Dellaca

Year 5
Aarushi Kulshreshtha

Lenny Williams

Isabella Baker
Jasper Lindsay

Liloue Farish Luhan

Year 6
Charlie Dawson

Jessica McDonald
Asher Aylmore

Congratulations to our Star 
Students.

STAR  STUDENTS
The following students received Merit Certificates at the recent assembly.

The next parent webinar from Parenting Ideas will take place next Monday. A voucher for the webinar is 
available at the following link:   . Parents who choose to redeem the voucher will need to register via 
www.parentingideas.com.au/product/developing-emotional-intelligence-in-children/ where the voucher 
will enable you to register at no cost. Thank you to the P&C for sponsoring the subscription to this 
resource.
Developing Emotional Intelligence in Children
About
Much work has been done in the past decade to show that parents can help children to build-
on their children’s developmental progress across their childhood. We know, for example, that 
children will develop cognitively to do increasingly more complex activities. Whole school 
curricula are based on children’s abilities at certain ages. But, what we are also learning is that 
parents can help children become more aware of their emotions and therefore they can be 
coached to tolerate and manage their emotions. This ability to wrestle with strong emotions is 
very important in helping children to learn better at school. Something that has been 
demonstrated in the research on emotional intelligence over the past decade. 
In this webinar, Michael will explore the nature of emotional intelligence and how parents can 
act in ways to develop their child’s emotional intelligence. 
When
Monday 29 October 2018 at 7:30 PM - 8:30 PM AEDT
Price
This webinar is $37 per person to attend, and is free of charge to families at schools that have 
a Parenting Ideas membership.
Who is talking
This webinar will be hosted by Dr Jodi Richardson with guest presenter Michael Hawton. 

Parenting Webinar

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fparentingideas.us13.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5691b7fc78a5c1678ff26a6c0%26id%3D10571918b5%26e%3D0ef307a6bd&data=02%7C01%7Crobyn.gilfillan%40education.wa.edu.au%7C7653f3a43c0847fba4a008d637a4b686%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C636757577909349819&sdata=j4VwZ3YFEPQGX4hFPhgoFKeyQBU%2BkoQaa4ftigNkqNY%3D&reserved=0
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fparentingideas.us13.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5691b7fc78a5c1678ff26a6c0%26id%3D10571918b5%26e%3D0ef307a6bd&data=02%7C01%7Crobyn.gilfillan%40education.wa.edu.au%7C7653f3a43c0847fba4a008d637a4b686%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C636757577909349819&sdata=j4VwZ3YFEPQGX4hFPhgoFKeyQBU%2BkoQaa4ftigNkqNY%3D&reserved=0


Bee incursion for Year 4
Year 4 Red, Year 4 Blue and Year 3/4 from Mr Mac’s class participated in a highly engaging incursion, 
learning all about bees and their importance in our world. Luke, the presenter, was a 16 year old 
beekeeper who is passionate about bees and sharing his knowledge with other children and teenagers.
Through an interactive presentation Luke shared his bee journey and inspired children to be more aware 
of the importance of bees in our 
environment. 
We learnt all about:
• Bee Keeping Suit and Tools
• Parts of a Hive
• Inside a Hive
• Life Cycle of a Bee
• Types of Honey Bees
• Native Bees

The students then divided into 5 bee 
activity station rotations, where students 
moved through a series of bee challenge 
tasks. 
The bee challenge stations included:
• Bee Fact Giant Brainstorm
• Honey Tasting
• Spot a Queen Bee on a Brood Frame
• Mix and Match Bee Facts
• Where would we be without Bees?

Thank you to all the participative students who were interested, engaged and extremely well-behaved!
Miss Samsa

To support teachers in their 
implementation of our new whole-
school spelling program, Words 
Their Way, we have recently 
purchased a range of resources. 
These are authored by the amazing 
Chris Killey; an expert in the 
teaching of spelling. Chris has flown 
over from Melbourne a number of 
times this year to offer our teachers, 
and the teachers of our network 
schools, quality professional 
learning on the program. We are 
very grateful to the P&C who 
contributed to the purchase of these 
great resources. We look forward to 
seeing the positive impact of the 
program on student outcomes.

We have also recently purchased Talk 4 Writing resources and are awaiting their arrival. Again, these will 
support teachers to implement this new whole-school approach, which a number of our network schools 
have had great success with. Again, thank you to the P&C. Their contributions allow us to provide an 
even higher-quality education to our students. 

New teaching resources 



From the Board
The School Board recently met to discuss our school’s 2018 NAPLAN results.  The Leadership Team 
provided a detailed presentation on the results, along with comparative data with ‘like’ schools, that is, 
schools with a similar ICSEA – Index of Community Socio-Educational Advantage. This is a short 
summary of the outcome of the meeting.
The data presented indicated: 
!    ◦! The Year 5’s are achieving and progressing well in general compared to like schools, 
particularly in reading, writing and grammar.  
!    ◦! The Year 3’s results were more variable, with good results in reading, numeracy and 
grammar. Areas for improvement are writing and spelling.  
!    ◦! The graphs below illustrate continued high achievement and mostly high progress from 
our current Year 5’s.

We discussed the interventions that are being implemented for students to improve their outcomes. The 
Leadership Team spoke about programs such as Words Their Way and Talk 4 Writing, as well as explicit 
teaching, which are already being implemented as whole-school approaches. Communication from 
teachers was also discussed, with reference being made to the school’s ‘open door policy’. Parents are 
encouraged to discuss any concerns about their child’s progress with the class teacher or a member of 
The Leadership Team. 
The School Board will continue to provide oversight of and report on the various approaches for 
improvement, and support the school staff in working with all students to fill gaps in their knowledge and 
to build on their strengths.

The following graphs show a broad overview of our students’ progress and achievement compared with 
like schools. Each NAPLAN cycle, student progress can be analysed in detail to identify students that 
have made low, moderate or high progress. This is especially useful in our context, as the school can 
use this data to ensure that high achieving students in Year 3 are being extended and are not left to 
‘coast’. 
Schools therefore aim to fall into the top right quadrant with higher progress and higher achievement. 
Often progress is lower if students performed exceptionally well in Year 3. This is an issue that is faced 
by our other top-performing, like schools. The graphs show that often, the progress of WA public schools 
and Australian schools exceeds the progress of WLPS and its like schools, for this reason. 

Andrew Porter
Board Chair
Email: westleederps.board.acc@gmail.com

mailto:westleederps.board.acc@gmail.com
mailto:westleederps.board.acc@gmail.com






A leading Victorian independent school is actively encouraging its students to fail, which is an absoutely genius idea.

As reported in The Age (28 August 2017), Ivanhoe Girls Grammar School is holding Failure Week to teach students 
that making mistakes is a crucial part of learning.

Teachers shared their personal stories of failure and students from prep to Year 12 learned challenging activities 
such as abstract painting, juggling, reciting poetry and dancing. At the end of the week they displayed their new 
skills in front of each other with the emphasis being on stuff ups rather than perfection.

For many students making errors, stuffing up and struggling to get things right will feel uncomfortable. But that’s 
the whole point.

Kids need to fail more if they are to succeed
Traditionally, schools and, in recent years, parents have excelled at 
celebrating student success. “Top marks”, “Dux of the school” and “Perfect 
score!” are the types of aspirations that teachers and parents have for kids.

But to many students academic success means “Don’t stuff it up!”, “No 
mistakes please!” and “You’ve got to get it right!”

It’s been widely reported that Australian kids are anxious, perfectionistic and 
risk averse. They just don’t feel comfortable with failure. And who could 
blame them? We’ve hidden failure and disappointment from them for far too long. In recent years there’s been a 
common perception that failure damages people. Unfortunately, this is to the detriment of young people’s future 
success.

Failure is an integral part of learning anything significant, challenging or worthwhile. Resilient learners realise that 
they don’t always get things right the first or even second time but with effort and practice they will master skills, 
find solutions and gain the knowledge they need to succeed.

As reported in The Age, failure, if handled properly, provides kids with the feedback they need to help them 
achieve excellence. Yes, kids need positive feedback too but only when it’s deserved. When we tell a child 
everything is wonderful when, in fact, his work is mediocre at best, we give him a false sense of achievement.

Failure takes bravery
I’ve long been a fan of encouragement. What I mean by that is parents and teachers focusing their comments on 

We're a Parenting Ideas school parentingideas.com.au/schools

Failure! What a genius idea!
by Michael Grose 

insights
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the processes (effort, contribution, improvement) of what kids do rather than the outcomes. Encouragement 
places the locus of control onto the child, which is essential for resilience. That doesn’t mean that we avoid giving 
a child feedback if their work or behaviour isn’t up to scratch. By all means, we should inform kids when they need 
to lift their game, but this feedback needs to be provided respectfully and with sensitivity if we want it to be taken 
on board. The real strength of encouragement is hidden in its French derivative, the verb coure: ‘to give heart’. 
Encouraging teachers and parents to somehow find a way to give their kids the courage to be imperfect. It takes a 
brave soul to make a mistake sometimes, particularly when others may be watching.

Failure needs a supportive environment
It’s all very well to encourage kids to have a go but they won’t stretch themselves unless mistakes are truly 
accepted by the people that matter to them. A child won’t speak up in class when he’s unsure of the answer if he 
knows his classmates will laugh at his errors. Similarly, if kids are to take more learning and social risks they need 
to know that mistakes and stuff ups won’t be thrown back in their faces at home by parents or siblings.

Five simple ways to encourage kids to fail and celebrate errors
1. Model failure: Next time you break a plate when emptying the dishwasher, 
avoid negative language (“What a klutz!”) or catatrophising (“This is the worst 
thing ever!). It’s a plate. Stuff happens.
2. Tell stories of failure: We tend to be nostalgic of the past and tell kids of 
the good stuff when we talk about our childhoods. But kids love to hear the 
warts’n’all stories of the difficulties you faced and stuff-ups you made as a 
kid. It makes you more human and also gives them permission to do the same.
3. Encourage them: Develop a vocabulary around effort, improvement, 
contribution and enjoyment. Be your child’s cheerleader but don’t avoid 
giving feedback when necessary.
4. Tell and show kids how to improve: Feedback is always best when it has a 
teaching focus. So next time you pick up a child on their poor schoolwork or 
untidy bedroom, make sure you remind them how to do it right.
5. Provide the time to fail and get it right: Modern teachers and parents are 
time poor. Crowded curricula and busy lifestyles make us less tolerant of 
failure. But as anyone who has taught a young child to do up his or her 
shoelaces will know, some things can’t be rushed. Time and patience can be your best assets when helping kids to 
handle learning challenges.

Failure doesn’t sit comfortably with many of us, but it’s an essential element to success. The idea of a school 
setting aside a week to encourage their students to fail more may challenge our perceptions of the education 
process. But it’s a very timely, very smart idea that should be adopted and adapted by schools and families 
everywhere.

Michael Grose

Michael Grose, founder of Parenting Ideas, is one of Australia’s leading parenting 
educators. He’s the author of 10 books for parents including Thriving! and the best-
selling Why First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change It, and his latest 
release Spoonfed Generation: How to raise independent children.
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